I cheerfully begin this note with the good news that Nonprofit Policy Forum (NPF) has been accepted into SCO-PUS, the leading citation index for peer-reviewed journals. This is a great honor for the journal, culminating a decade of achievement since its founding, and a recognition of the hard work of our editorial board, financial sponsors, staff, and our many authors and reviewers. Our inclusion in SCOPUS is also a signal to prospective and current authors, readers and sponsors that we publish research and analysis of the highest quality in the field of nonprofit organizations and public policy, in an open access format universally available to all. The present issue illustrates the range and quality of articles that we have come to expect from NPF. Margaret Harris and Carl Milofsky lead with a paper that examines nonprofit organizations as mediating structures that can be helpful in addressing contemporary threats to democracy. The authors offer examples of how four different types of such mediating organizations work in practice: those that link individuals and grassroots community activities to governmental agencies, public policy makers and national nongovernmental agencies; those that resist external control from the state or other mediating organizations; those that enable a focus on the common good rather than special interests; and those that frame a culture which tolerates diverse viewpoints, builds shared values, facilitates social ties, builds trust and encourages broader civil engagement. The authors show how such mediating institutions can help democracies maintain their coherence and integrity, in light of the debilitating contemporary forces that now undermine democracy in many countries around the world.
